Candice Chan

CANDICE CHAN, the founder of 7. Candice Interior Architects,
tells JANICE JANN how she finds balance in ber busy life

What is the one app you cannot live without?
I’'m not avery high-tech person. Does YouTube
countasanapp’

Whatis the coolest fashionitem you own?
A pearl and gold necklace my mother-in-law
bought in Jerusalem.

When were you the happiest?
When I had my first child; I was the most
content then.

Whatis your favourite restaurant forits decor?
['d say Amber, for food and decor.

How would you describe your stylein
three words? '
Timeless, elegant and a bit of surprise.

Whichartist’s work would you collect, if

you could?

['actually have a paintingathome, so I just want
to keep adding to it. My mother-in-law gave it
tousand it’s by Zhang Dagian. It’sa Chinese
painting, but he uses alot of vibrant colours like
turquoise and lime green. If I had the budget,
that’s what I'd collect.

Whatisyour biggest pet peeve?
Being stuck in traffic.

Where is the most inspirational place in the
world foryou?

Machu Picchu, because my husband made me
hike three hours from the bottom of the hill to
the top. When we were there, everything was so
Peaceful and still. Its like travelling back in time.
ltwas so peaceful and tranquil.

Whatis the best advice your father ever
gaveyou?

Beat the right place at the right time. Always
€quip yourself, so whenever the opportunities
come, you are prepared.

What would you say is your greatest
achievement?

To be able to balance my life, work and my
son, Logan. To be able to find abalance, that’s
something I can celebrate. I feel like alot of
people struggle with their personal life, family
and work. It’s quite tough, particularly for
women in Hong Kong.

What's the secret to a balanced life?

To be able to prioritise what you really want
inlife or at this moment. For me, family is
most important and everything fallsinto line
after that.

Whatis your favourite hotel?
T'he Park Hyatt Seoul.

Whois yourlegend?

My parents. My dad taught me alotabout
leadership and how to runabusiness,and my
mum taught me how to be abetter person.
T'hrough the years she’sbeenagreat inspiration.

fast-forward / who's the boss

Clockwise from top left:
Candice Chan and her
designs for Japanese
restaurant Kishoku and
Luxury Bed Studio

Whatis a luxury to you that money cannot
buy?

I think alot of people get lost. Itisaluxury to
be able to have a clear direction of where you
want to go, and not alot of pcople have that
vision. People struggle after college, or after
working for 10 years they feel lost. My luxury
was to be able to have that vision, have that
direction. The future was always right there.
[ guess that’saluxury money can’t buy.

What’s the most challenging but also your
favourite part of having your owninterior
design company?

Working with deadlines. All the restaurants
say, “Wehave toopenin 3o days.” Soyou

only have three to four weeks to design."To
renovate and fit out the whole space, you have
another three to four weeks. You don’t have
the time to think through alot of things, but |
also enjoyalot of that pace. Every two or three
months, we finish a project and we move on to
anotherone. It’sfun. #

November 2016_#legend_33



