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“My parents have always been my 
biggest inspiration — growing up, 
watching them work, pouring their 
KHDUWV�RXW�LQWRbHYHU\WKLQJbWKH\�GRŐ

CANDICE CHAN
INTERIOR DESIGNER

Tell us about \RXUVHOI�b
I was born DQG�UDLVHGbLQ�+RQJ�.RQJ and�PDMRUHG�LQ�LQWHULRU�GHVLJQ�
at Syracuse University, then moved to New York where I worked 

IRU�D�IHZ�\HDUV�DW�DQ�DUFKLWHFWXUDO�ƓUP�WKDWbVSHFLDOLVHV�LQ�KLVWRULFDO�
DQG�SUHVHUYDWLRQ�ZRUN�bZKLFK�was exactly what I wanted to do. 

OQ�P\�ƓUVW�GD\�DW�ZRUN��P\�DGYLVRU�DVNHG�PH�WR�PHHW�KHU�DW�D�
%URDGZD\�WKHDWUH�RQ���WK�6WUHHW��7KH�ZKROH�EXLOGLQJ�ZDV�XQGHU�
UHQRYDWLRQ�ZLWK�VFDIIROGLQJ�HYHU\ZKHUH�DQG�ZH�KDG�WR�FOLPE�XS�
D�WHPSRUDU\�VWDLUFDVH�WR�JHW�LQ�DQG�WDNH�D�ORRN��:KHQ�ZH�JRW�WR�
WKH�WRS��,�UHDOLVHG�ZHōG�UHDFKHG�WKH�WKHDWUHōV�FHLOLQJ�— there were 

DUWLVWV�GRLQJ�DPD]LQJ�SDLQWZRUN�RQ�WKH�WKHDWUH
V�PHGDOOLRQVbDQG�
DUFKLWHFWXUDO�SLHFHV��,W�ZDV�DQ�incredible�H[SHULHQFH�b6KRUWO\�DIWHU�
that, my boyfriend — now husband — decided to move back to 

+RQJ�.RQJ and I started J &DQGLFHb,QWHULRU�$UFKLWHFWV�LQ������

Did you always ZDQW�WR�EH�DbDQ�LQWHULRU�GHVLJQHU"
I did think DERXW�EHLQJbD�IDVKLRQ�RU�VKRH�GHVLJQHU��EXW�E\�WKH�
DJH�RI����RU����,�WKLQN�,�KDG�P\�KHDUW�VHW�RQ�LQWHULRU�GHVLJQ��PRVW�
SUREDEO\�EHFDXVH�,�ZDV�H[SRVHG�WR�LQWHULRU�VSDFHV�TXLWH�RIWHQ�
ZKHQ�,�ZDV�JURZLQJ�XS�b$V�P\�IDPLO\�LV�LQ�WKH�UHVWDXUDQW�EXVLQHVV��
RXUb6XQGD\�DFWLYLWLHVbFRQVLVWHG�RI�WRXULQJ�RXU�)	%�RXWOHWV�DURXQG�
WRZQ�DQG�WDONLQJ�WR�WKH�PDQDJHUV��:KHQHYHU�P\�IDWKHU�KDG�WLPH��
KHōG�EULQJ�PH�WR�WKHVHbEDUH�VKHOO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�VLWHVbDQG�DVN�PH�WR�
LPDJLQH�WKH�VSDFH��,�UHPHPEHU�HDFK�VSDFH�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�DOLYH�
ZLWK�WKH�FRORXUV�DQG�WH[WXUHV�WKDW�SRXUHG�LQWR�P\�PLQG�b,�WROG�
P\VHOIb,�ZDQWHG�WR�GR�WKLV�HYHU\�GD\�

Whom do you ORRN�XS�WR�DQG�ZK\"b
0\�SDUHQWV�KDYH�DOZD\V�EHHQ�P\�ELJJHVW�LQVSLUDWLRQ�b*URZLQJ�XS��
ZDWFKLQJ�WKHP�ZRUN��SRXULQJ�WKHLU�KHDUWV�RXW�intobHYHU\WKLQJb 
WKH\�GR�b,�KDYH�WR�VD\�WKH\ōUH�WKH�PRVW�KDUG�ZRUNLQJbLQGLYLGXDOVb 
,ōYH�NQRZQ�

What does it WDNH�WR�VXFFHHG�LQ�\RXU�OLQH�RI�ZRUN"�:KDW�DUH�WKH�
YDOXHV�RQH�QHHGV�WR�ŏPDNH�LWŐ"
,ōP�VWLOO�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�OHDUQLQJ��%XW�DV�D�IHPDOH�LQWHULRU�GHVLJQHU��
,�WKLQN�ZHbGR�RIIHU�D�GLIIHUHQW�DQJOH�DQG�D�GLIIHUHQWbDSSURDFKbZKHQ�
GHVLJQLQJ��,Q�JHQHUDO��\RX�KDYH�WR�EH�DQ�DFWLYH�OLVWHQHU�— listen  

WR�ZKDW�RXU�FOLHQWV�QHHG�DQG�ZDQW��%HLQJ�DQ�DFWLYH�OLVWHQHU�LV� 
WKH�ƓUVW�VWHS�

What advice would \RX�RIIHU�DVSLULQJ�LQWHULRU�GHVLJQHUV"
%HLQJ�DQ�HQWUHSUHQHXU�LVQōW�VLPSO\�DERXWbUXQQLQJ�D�EXVLQHVV�
—�LWōV�DOVR�D�OLIHVW\OH��6R�\RX�KDYH�WR�OLNH�ZKDW�\RXōUH�GRLQJ�b,I�
\RXōUHbGHWHUPLQHGbWR�PDNH�WKDW�DV�\RXU�OLYLQJ��JR�IRU�LW��'RQōW�
SURFUDVWLQDWH��'RQōW�WU\�WR�PDNH�HYHU\WKLQJ�SHUIHFW��,I�\RX�GRQōW�
JLYH�LW�D�WU\��\RXōOO�QHYHU�JHW�WKH�FKDQFH�WR�SHUIHFW�LW�b
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